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 Calendar 
Sunday 19th November     Sunday 10th December 

     Social Meeting           Social Meeting            

                               EVRG at 2pm        EVRG at 4pm followed by BBQ  

Our New Sculpture in Japan 

We are so grateful  when volunteers choose to share their talents.  
You may recall the life size sculpture made last year by membership officer Jill Charles—

Edgar the Elegant Emu—who now graces our balcony overlooking Lake Grebe. This photo 
shows her latest gift to the garden—a life size sculpture of a Japanese fisherman, called Li 
Yin.  Residing on the island in the Sea of Japan, he has drawn numerous comments and   
provides much competition with the rhodos for photo opportunities.  Thank you Jill, for 

bringing to life yet another one of Maurie’s imaginings. Check him out when you next visit!  
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 Welcome 
A colourful spring rhodo garden welcome to new members Carol & Ron Broome, Beverley & Ronald 
Wheeler, Nenita & Brian Scott, Cheryl Calverley, Jim & Kaye Forsyth, Rosie Grabsch, Pauline Cartwright, 
Sam & Jacque Van der Kooi, Tanya Reddy and Scott & Jane Berryman. Hope to see you all in the Garden 
often—and let us know if you have an inclination for volunteering on either the horticultural or visitor 
side. 

General Manager’s Report 

MY GOODNESS. Cherry Blossom Celebration – people are still talking about it. What a great day! The 
garden is looking magical and long-time members are saying it looks the best it ever has. As I write this on 
Saturday afternoon people are queued out the door. Everyone is so busy and the cruise ship season has 
only just started.  Please if you are able to volunteer a few hours just get in contact. 
 

Our Board of Directors has held its second meeting with Ant Dry being elected as Chairperson. As with 
the management committee if you have any matters you wish to be raised at Board level forward them to 
me and I will ensure they are passed on. Future newsletters will feature a brief on our Directors. The next 
management meeting is scheduled for November 16th and the Board on the 27th. Keep the ideas and     
suggestions flowing in — they are much appreciated. Geoff 0427 722060 / geoffreywood@me.com  

Social Meeting Report for October 
As in past years we did not have a meeting in October as everyone is so busy. Visitors keep on coming 
which is fantastic and it was wonderful to see so many Master’s Games participants take advantage of our 
two for one entry offer. 
 
Come along to our November meeting, hear about the exciting things that have been happening and are 
planned, listen to one of Pete’s tales and take up the chance to whizz around the garden in one of our   
buggies!   Pete 
 

Cruise Ship Dates 
November 2017:   14, 18, 20, 24 
December 2017:   2, 3, 15, 16, 26 
January 2018:   15, 20, 21, 24, 27 

February 2018:  3, 4, 14, 15, 16, 18, 23, 24 
March 2018:   1, 5, 8, 16, 27 

May 2018:   12 

Watch This Space 
On Saturday November 4 Emu Valley hosted  

the Australian Rhododendron Society’s  
Executive Meeting followed by the Annual General Meeting.  

 
Our guests were so impressed by 

 not only the garden itself but by the  
hospitality and catering provided  

by our members  
that there is a strong chance of  

holding the next conference of the  
Society at Emu Valley!  

 
This would include delegates from  

across the country and possibly international guests as well. 

Last Month’s Front Cover 
Did you recognise them all?  Every-

one knew Theresa May, Malcolm 
Turnbull and Angela Merkel. It was 
amazing how many said the fourth 

was President Macron. It was actually 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau! 
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In The Garden 
There is so much to let you all know about, I just don’t know where to start! From the vibrant colours of 
the deciduous azaleas and some with their unique fragrance as you walk past now in full bloom, to the 
‘airwalk’ bridge repairs in Guangxi - the lower section of China that is clearly underway and hopes to be 
completed by early New Year. It is a garden with so much to offer everyone (keen gardener or not) and it 
is a place that is continuously making improvements no matter where you look. The plant sales area has 
had a face lift which I think it looks great. Many thanks to Pete and Dave for all of their accurate      
measurements, time and stories in between the noises of a small construction site. 

BEFORE…..                                                                             AFTER!!!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out these amazing colours!! We are all loving them and don’t want them to come to an end. Happy 
Gardening,  Neet  
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The Emu Valley Rhododendron Garden is proudly sponsored by: 

R. malayanum var. malayanum 
Rhododendron malayanum has the distinction of not 
only being the most widespread species in the subgenus 
but also the first to be described. With such a wide dis-
tribution many varieties and forms have been described 
including R.malayanum var. malayanum. 
 

Growing on poor white sand it forms an erect some-
what straggly large shrub to 5 m., the branches and 
leaves are covered with dense persistent scales which 
are easily seen with the naked eye giving the plant a 
somewhat brown appearance, the upper surface of the 
leaves are silvery and without scales. 
 

As the flower buds start to open they become an attrac-
tive patchwork of bright green and brown and when the bright red flowers appear a delightful display presents 
itself. Other colour forms have been collected including purplish-pink and even a greenish-white form. 
 

We grew R. malayanum var. malayanum in the garden a few years back but too much manfern cover put paid 
to those plants so hopefully these latest plants will be better cared for. A very interesting vireya. Maurie 


