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Next Meeting, 17th June 7:45pm 

The next meeting will feature Robert 

Hatcher, who will be talking about his and 

Jacki’s trek to Singalila Ridge in the Indian 

part of the Himalayas.  This will include 

the Rhododendrons he saw as well as some 

other interesting things. 

Please ‘bring a friend’, a plate, and an item for the Trading Table. 

A group of “Die Hard” members were 

treated to a lecture from Rob Hatcher on 

the South Bay Garden in Singapore, which 

he visited whilst on his recent jaunt 

overseas.  The stand out feature of this 

garden would seem to be the triumph of 

“man over nature, if you throw enough 

money at it!”  The garden is a horticultural 

extravaganza of excess; Rob maintains it is 

worth visiting just to see what can be 

achieved when money is no object.  There 

is also an extensive collection of vireyas 

supplied by well-known Australian vireya 

aficionado, Neil Puddey. 

The meeting closed at 9.35pm and supper 

was enjoyed by all. The night’s raffle was 

won by the Woolfords.  

Michelle.   

May Meeting 

Coming Events 

http://www.minimalisti.com/our-featured-posts/09/sustainable-horticulture-bay-south-garden.html
http://www.minimalisti.com/our-featured-posts/09/sustainable-horticulture-bay-south-garden.html
http://www.walkopedia.net/walks/display-walk.asp?WalkID=19
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"What you should be doing 

with your rhodies and 

garden this June" 

Although winter is just beginning, 

there are rhodos in bloom now, or 

about to flower very soon.  

Making a spectacular display is an 

old plant of “Nobleanum” in a 

garden in Crafers.  This hybrid is one of the first man made hybrids produced by Waterers in 

about 1835.  It is a rich rose with a paler pink in the centre.  Another hybrid flowering now is 

“Marion” and this will soon be followed by “Christmas 

Cheer” and “Sir Robert Peel”. 

Of course “Max Sye” invariably produces some flowers 

out of season during late autumn and early winter. 

Now is a good time to tidy up existing rhodos by 

removing any dead or unsightly branches.  Any low 

growing branches can be layered, either directly into the 

soil or into a container placed in an appropriate position.  

The leaves can be held down with metal hooks or even 

rocks or half bricks.   

Browsing through nurseries can be a very rewarding and 

sometimes a rare treasure or long sought after plant can be 

discovered. 

“Misty Creek” nursery at Mount Barker, Littlehampton 

Nursery, and “Cleveland” at Stirling have some unusual 

plants just now. 

Camellias don’t send out many new leaves at this time but 

you may find some young distorted leaves on flowering 

shoots.  This curling effect is caused by Black Aphids 

which attack the underside of the new leaves.  Ants spread 

the Aphids as they feed on the secretion left by the 

Aphids.  Either rub the Aphids off with your fingers or use 

any available insecticide. 

Plastic pots, especially the larger ones, have a curved lip at 

the top and the space under this overhang is an ideal home 

for snails.  So if you find seedlings being chewed, or the flowers of Pansies, Polyanthus or 

Carnations being partially devoured, check this area. 

Culture Notes 

Nobleanum 
By Bill Voigt 

Marion 

Max Sye 

Sir Robert Peel 

http://www.hirsutum.info/rhododendron/hybrids/detail.php?start=N&id=5068&offset=300
http://www.hirsutum.info/rhododendron/hybrids/detail.php?start=M&id=2728&offset=300
http://www.sarhodo.org.au/photo-gallery/bloom-of-the-month
http://www.friendswbg.org.nz/photo/rhodorobpeel.htm
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There are usually lots of flowers on both shrubs and annuals during spring, but there often 

seems to be a dull period in late spring and early summer.  Larkspurs, Californian poppies, 

Ixias, Nigella and Dianthus will provide colour at this time. 

Ericas, like rhodos and Azaleas, are plants that require neutral or acid soils.  There are many 

varieties available now and they flower from now until summer (depending on the variety).  

Most are bird attracting, and there are white, yellow, pink, red and orange types. 

Don’t neglect to keep plants in containers well watered, and to see that the drainage holes are 

not blocked or the plants will become water logged and suffer root rot.  

 

 

 

Little Wattlebird 

 

 

Red Wattlebird 

 

 

Both Wattlebirds are found in the metro 

area and the Adelaide Hills.  The Little 

Wattlebird is 5 cm smaller than the red.  

They are large aggressive honeyeaters. 

The Red is much more common than the 

Little. 

The bird field guides call them Wattlebird. 

The Rhododendron catalogues call them 

Wattle Bird. 

Chris Thomas 

  

Bird of the Month 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://birdlife.org.au/bird-profile/Little-Wattlebird&ei=sURpVeLWD4bl8AWHxoL4BA&bvm=bv.94455598,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNE03e9uIqOXDwZow4fvrTsU6u9oWQ&ust=1433048623810509
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We have had beautiful weather for 

travelling, mid teens to low 20's with only a 

couple of spectacular thunderstorms in the 

Italian Lakes area during the late afternoon.  

We are currently in Tuscany where the 

temperature is in the mid 20's with a light 

northerly breeze.  Perfect holiday weather. 

The area around Lake Como in the North of 

Italy afforded us the opportunity to visit 

several beautiful gardens, namely Villa 

Balbianello, Villa Melzi and Villa Carlotta.  

Unfortunately the rhododendrons and 

azaleas had all but finished but the early 

roses were blooming and we were 

particularly taken with the use of holm 

oak as hedging as well as the hard 

pruning of all their plane trees. The 

latter were used extensively as canopies 

for entertaining areas. 

One of the real delights of this trip has 

been the vibrant window boxes filled 

with various forms of geranium.  They 

are of both dwarf and trailing varieties 

with supersize flowers.  If members are 

interested, try googling Swallow Tail 

Seeds in America who ship to Australia 

with no quarantine hassles and look up 

the huge range of geranium seeds they 

stock.  They will send within a few 

weeks and it will be a good time to sow 

them in late June. 

Bronwyn 

Rhododendron Cutting Boxes : it is not necessary to do anything with 

these at this time of the year. 

Richard 

  

Villa Melzi 

Notes from a Wandering Gardener 

Villa Balbianello 

From the Propagating Bench 

http://www.swallowtailgardenseeds.com/
http://www.swallowtailgardenseeds.com/
https://academytravel.com.au/tours/lakes-and-villas-apr-16/
http://www.gardenvisit.com/garden/villa_melzi_giardini
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Once again this month’s recipe is from Jill Jenkinson 

and enjoyed by one and all at our supper table.  

Quandong Tea Cake. 

 

 

 

Filling Ingredients Method 

50g dehydrated quondongs  

(these can be replaced with berries) 

Gently simmer over low to medium heat for 25 

min. 

250 ml water 

2 tablespoons sugar 

Ingredients Method 

1 cup SR flour Rub butter into flour, stir in sugar, and add beaten 

egg.  Mix to a soft dough.  Press 2/3 of the dough 

into a 20cm square cake tin which has been 

greased.  Pour over hot filling.  Crumble small 

pieces of remaining dough over filling. 

Bake for 30min. (180ºC) and cool in tin. 

½ cup castor sugar 

60g butter 

1 egg 

 

 

These stunning floral 

arrangements are by 

Myriam and Philip 

Sampson.   

The chrysanthemums are 

lovingly grown by Philip 

and are a testament to the 

care and attention Philip 

devotes to his garden. 

  

Flower Arrangements 

Recipe of the Month 
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The Garden of Our Resident Horticultural Contributor, Bill Voigt  

During a recent conversation with Bill, 

we of course got on to the subject of 

gardens.  He spoke about ensuring his 

garden was colourful all year round and 

the resultant comments he received from 

passers-by.  That subsequently got me 

thinking and to my recollection we had 

not had any photos of Bill’s garden.  So 

on Saturday we made a detour to 

Hahndorf and found Bill’s street.  I was 

unsure of the house number but I was 

fairly certain I would be able to find his 

garden.  Sure enough I found the garden 

by the riot of colour as we drove by.  His 

garden is a stand out and I can understand 

why people are so appreciative.  

Here are a selection of photos for your 

enjoyment. 

  

Members Gardens 

The news editors welcome submissions 

for the monthly newsletter.  In addition to 

Problem Corner, Recipe of the Month, 

and Bloom of the Month, members are 

welcome to submit articles on any topic 

that will be of interest to the Society’s 

membership.   

We have a deadline of the 1st of the month 

to allow time to prepare the newsletter for 

distribution a week before the meeting. 

Submissions can be made directly to 

Michelle or Bronwyn, or emailed to;- 

news.editor@sarhodo.org.au 

Michelle & Bronwyn 

Article Submissions 

http://www.griffinwines.com/images/morning_fog_pano.JPG
mailto:news.editor@sarhodo.org.au?subject=Newsletter%20Submission
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Rhodos at Nairne Part 3 – Clay and Rock 

Here are some updated photos of Chris and Tania's garden at Nairne.  You may recall an 

article from the March 2014 edition of the newsletter which showed the preparation of a 

garden bed for rhododendrons.  Three years later and we were astounded by the progress in 

the garden as a whole and the rhododendron bed specifically.  We were amazed by the 

vigour of the rhododendrons.  Chris and Tania's expertise as rhodo growers was clearly 

evident and their garden demonstrates that with the right care and attention rhodos can be 

grown well, outside of the area we normally perceive as rhodo growing. 

Michelle 

 

Vireya Rhododendron 'Wattle Bird' 

A beautiful vireya, bred in Australia. 

Ours is planted at Nairne, with no shade and lots 

of wind and heat. This is its third year and this 

year it has 9 flowers. At this stage it is a metre 

high. 

We fertilize with a foliar spray every couple of 

months.   

I would recommend 

that two of the same 

planted either side by 

side or in the same 

hole will give a 

spectacular display. 

Chris Thomas  

Bloom of the Month 
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I often follow Martha Stewart’s blog for not 

only is she a renowned cook but also an 

enthusiastic gardener of some note.  Recently 

she devoted a blog post to a visit she had 

undertaken to Asticou Azalea Garden.  The 

pictures were so visually stunning, I have 

decided to include some in this issue with a 

link to the full blog post, if anyone is 

interested. 

“The Asticou Azalea Garden in Northeast 

Harbor, Maine is a beautiful place to visit. 

Asticou Azalea Garden was created in 1956 by 

lifelong Maine resident, Charles Kenneth 

Savage, who was inspired by his love of native 

plants and his study of Japanese garden 

design. The Garden and its pond are open to 

the public from May to October each year. 

Styled after a Japanese stroll garden, Asticou 

features a wonderful selection of 

rhododendrons and azaleas, a sand garden, 

and a meandering collection of fine gravel 

pathways.” 

Michelle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Stunning North American Azalea Garden 

Editors Tip : Where possible images for articles in this Newsletter are 

sourced from members. Where this is not possible, images are sourced 

from the internet.  Due to deadlines it is not possible to seek permission to 

use each image, so we hyperlink each of the images in acknowledgement 

of their source.  This has an additional benefit, if you click on these images 

you may be able to find information in addition to that in the article. 

http://www.themarthablog.com/2015/06/a-spring-visit-to-asticou-azalea-garden.html
http://www.themarthablog.com/2015/06/a-spring-visit-to-asticou-azalea-garden.html
http://www.themarthablog.com/2015/06/a-spring-visit-to-asticou-azalea-garden.html
http://www.themarthablog.com/2015/06/a-spring-visit-to-asticou-azalea-garden.html
http://www.themarthablog.com/2015/06/a-spring-visit-to-asticou-azalea-garden.html

