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35th  
Anniversary 
Celebration 

Saturday 12th November 2016 from 5pm to 9pm at EVRG 
Join us for a buffet meal, live music and the launch of our new booklet  

showcasing the vista of colour and ambience created in our garden by our volunteers. 
 

RSVP by Wednesday 9th to enquiries@evrg.com.au or 6433 1805 or 0400 963 493 
 

SEE YOU THERE!!! 
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 Chairman’s Report 
Bhutan, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Canada, USA, UK, India -- no, not places I have visited, but people 
from these nations have been to EVRG in the past four weeks! It has been an incredible period. More and 
more international visitors, bus groups keep rolling in, catering bookings seem to never stop, the tea room 
is busier than ever and three weddings in one day. Add to this the great success of this years Cherry Blos-
som Celebration and it is no wonder our volunteers are already tired and our peak season is no where near 
finished and what a great job those working in the garden are doing. 
 
30 days in November and so far we have 15 bookings requiring catering, one wedding, four cruise ships 
and a Harp Concert, our annual general meeting and our 35th birthday celebration. Add to this the many 
general visitors and it is easy to see why we still need more volunteers, be it in the garden, hospitality / ca-
tering or as tour guides. 
 
Finally, just a reminder about the AGM on 20 November. It would be great if a lot of members can come 
and both voice any ideas or views they may have and also listen to what others have to say. 
 
Cheers, Geoff     geoffreywood@me.com   0427722060 
 

Rhododendron maoerense 
 

A few years ago we were very pleased to receive a 
packet of rhodo seed marked R. huianum, a num-
ber of these seeds grew and were duly planted out. 
A couple of years went by then flowers began to 
appear, these were pale mauve with very sticky 
flower stalks but with no large calyx which R. 
huianum was supposed to have. More plants flow-
ered with two of them having beautiful lumines-
cent pinkish mauve flowers. 
 
In October 2013 we enjoyed a short visit from  
Steve Hootman of the Rhododendron Species 
Foundation and Botanical Garden Washington 
U.S.A. and as we walked around Emu Valley we 
came upon our so called R. huianum Steve was 

able to confirm that our plants definitely were not R. huianum but in fact R. maoerense. 
 
R. maoerense was first described by W. P. Fang and G. Z. Li in 1984 but has only recently become availa-
ble to western gardens. 
 
What a surprise - a new species by default. These plants are growing well in Guangxi which is east of the 
Japanese tea house, they stand around 2 meters tall and are looking beautiful at the moment.  Maurie  

Welcome 
A big warm Rhodo Garden welcome to new members Peter & Jeanne Koetsier,  Brian Harrod,  Adele & 
Dale Jones,  John Verdegaal & Jane Sharp, and Karen de Jersey & Des Hennessy. 

mailto:geoffreywood@me.com


Page 3 

November 2016 

Around the Garden  
An exceptionally busy few weeks we’ve had and it’s not likely to ease up any time soon by the 
looks of it. (This is not a complaint, quite the opposite actually!) 
 

The big leaf rhododendrons are starting to push their new growth which looks amazing and I 
can see it as far away as the plant sales area. The deciduous azaleas have started to flower and 
looks fantastic from the main building below the water fountain ,along with species flowering 
for the first time here in the garden, and who can forget the delicate flowers of the cherry    
blossoms!  With it all combined it sure does make quite a picture and a real pleasure to come   
to work! 

 

There are a few areas in the garden 
that do need ‘someone’s special 
touch’ that are on the to do list 
(and have been for some time 
now). Is there anyone out there 
who would like to perfect and then 
maintain a small patch, pottering 
and weeding and taking pride in 
the result? If this may interest you, 
please get in touch with me and 
we’ll see if this is an option for you 
and a friend/partner etc. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Now is the time to….. 
 Divide clumping varieties 

to other areas of your    
garden then fertilise and 
water in well. 

 Get irrigation organised 
now rather than leaving it 
to the last minute because 
if we get a dry summer like 
last year then your plants 
are going to need as much 
help as we can give them! 

 Plant your vegies now that 
the soil is starting to warm 
up (a little bit) and you are 
fairly sure of no more frosts. Corn, pumpkins, tomatoes, carrots, potatoes, Zucchini’s and 
if you still have a bit of room left over, why not plant something you normally wouldn’t 
grow like purple carrots or some white strawberries, also known as pineberries. Go on, 
dare to be different. 

 
Enjoy the colours of spring everyone,   Neet  

Fantastic new growth appearing  on the big leaf rhododendrons 

Cornus Florida – pink flowering dogwood outside the tea-
room has looked it’s very best for us this year. 
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The Emu Valley Rhododendron Garden is proudly sponsored by: 

What’S happening at eVRg? 
 

Saturday 12th November  5pm to 9pm 

35th Anniversary Celebration 

Buffet meal, live music, raffles and launch of new EVRG booklet.  

$10pp, bookings essential.  RSVP by: Wednesday 9th November 
 

Sunday 20th November  2pm to 4pm 

Monthly members meeting 

includes the 2016 Annual General Meeting 
 

Saturday 26th November  2pm to 3.30pm 

Harp Concert 

Harps & Co present their wonderful music that compliments the garden in bloom.  

$10 adult, $5 child, booking essential. RSVP by: Wednesday 23rd November 
 

Sunday 11th December  4pm to  6pm 

Special members meeting followed by buffet/bbq tea 


