
Newsletter  387 

 

Official Newsletter of the  

Emu Valley Rhododendron Garden Inc 
Postal Address: PO Box 39 Burnie Tasmania 7320    Phone: 6433 1805 

enquiries@evrg.com.au 

  Chairman:  Geoff Wood  Newsletter Editor:  Nigel Burch 

August 2016 

 

Patrons: (International) Kenneth Cox, (Tasmania) Her Excellency the Governor of Tasmania,  Kate Warner 

Calendar 
Sunday 21st August     Sunday 21st August or Thurs 25th August        Sat 10th September            

    Social Meeting                   Tour Guide Discussion         Official Opening 
     EVRG at 2pm          EVRG 2.30pm        EVRG 1pm   10am to 3pm 

See us at: 

emuvalleyrhodo.com.au 

What a difference a week makes 

This week you can tell that Spring is just around 
the corner. Here is Magnolia campbellii, which is 
now flowering in our Sikkim  section and was 

snapped by Maurie and Pam. 

Last week was very 
much winter, as the 
snow and wind at 
our top fence shows. 
Neet managed to 
snap this despite her 
thick gloves! 

Last Week 

This Week 
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 Sue’s Corner 
Chairman Geoff and his wife Bev departed recently for 
their eagerly awaiting overseas adventure, and we wish 
them a happy and safe trip. By the time they return in late 
September, the Garden will be a mass of colour and our 
tea room will be in full swing. The tea room reopens on a 
daily basis from Thursday 1st September, with the official 
opening of the flowering season on Saturday 10th        
September.  

Built almost entirely by volunteers, the upgrade of the  
nursery completed earlier in the year has already delivered on the benefits envisaged at the time of our 
grant application to the Tasmanian Community Fund in 2013. The  upgrade was made possible by a grant 
from Tasmanian Community Fund,  a donation from a generous member of the public,  and the bequest 
from one of the members of the Garden, the late Mr John Howie. We are most grateful for support such 
as this.   

Our membership officer for the past three years, Tony Simpson, has flagged his intention to retire and  
relocate away from the coast later on this year, so we are seeking expressions of interest from folk who 
have basic computer skills and are able to devote a couple of hours per month to process and acknowledge 
payments and maintain our membership database. Tony has done a sterling job in this important role and 
has kindly offered to assist the new membership officer with the transition. Please let me know if you are 
interested.      

Bookings for our “Christmas in Winter” dinner at EVRG on Saturday 27st August are flowing in – check 
out the ad opposite for further details, make a decision, and act fast!   Sue Johnson 
 

Social Meeting  Report  from 17th July 
How great to see so many attend today’s meeting & take the opportunity to catch up with friends who 
have been kept indoors by inclement weather etc. 

Maurie showed us examples of some of the blooms currently on display within our garden.  With its large 
white petals framing the golden-yellow stamens, Polyspora  yunnanensis is a striking flower and this large 
bush is to be seen beside the steeper part of the drive down to the Tea House. Some of you may know this 
plant from its previous name - Gordonia yunnanensis. 

We were also shown a selection of plant and flower photos, taken whilst Pam and Maurie were on a tour 
through Japan to Canada and the USA in 2005.  There were some unusual varieties of Solanum, a very 
large plant family which  includes our potato, tomato, tamarillo, and even weeds, such as the common 
nightshade etc.  Quite a few of them are armed with spines that make a cactus look cuddly! 

Ivan Johnson then showed a series of images taken as Michael Wood was removing the blackwood that 
had fallen into another, above our vireya area. Scaling trees to considerable height using his specialised 
climbing equipment, then to operate his chainsaw, was not a task for the faint hearted. Ably assisted by 
Ivan and  Trevor Walmsley, the offending trunk removal was completed with almost zero damage to 
shrubs growing below.  Very well done, you three! 

Ray & Ethel Tavner almost made it a clean sweep of the flower voting, only being pegged back in the cut 
flower section by Anne Holloway. Thanks to all who contributed to an attractive array of colourful blooms.  
With her beaming smile Bev Wood carried home the Door Prize this month. 

A total of  $78.10 was raised by the flower voting, raffle, and trade table.  Pete 
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YOU ARE INVITED TO   
 

CHRISTMAS IN WINTER 
at 

EMU VALLEY RHODODENDRON GARDEN 

on 

Saturday, August 27th 2016 

  6pm for 6.30pm 
 

Charge: $30pp  or $25pp for members 

 
RSVP: 19th August 6433 1805   

or enquiries@evrg.com.au 

 

BYO Drinks  

What’s Happening at EVRG? 

Sunday 21st August  at 2.30 pm or Thursday 25th August at 1 pm. Briefing Sessions:  “What 
do we tell our visitors – let’s get our stories straight”.  A must for all those involved in 
“meet and greet” activities, tour guides and buggy drivers. 
 

Saturday 27th  August  at 6  for 6.30pm “Christmas in Winter” dinner 
$25 members, $30 non-members    Booking essential by 19/08/2016 
 

Saturday 10th September   10am to 3pm 
Opening of the 2106 Flowering Season by Gary Davies, Director at Royal Tasmanian Botanic  
Garden, Hobart. 
 

Saturday 8th October   10am to 3pm    Cherry Blossom Celebration.  
Displays and demonstrations plus craft, plant, food and drink vendors.  
 

Saturday 12th November  5pm to 9pm    35th Anniversary Celebration 
Buffet meal, live music, raffles and launch of new EVRG booklet.  
$10pp, bookings essential. 
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 Around the Garden  
Water everywhere no matter where you look and here in the garden is no exception! We didn’t have all 
that much damage besides sodden walk ways and a decent blocked drain beside the water fountain that 
once unblocked created a massive amount of water to flow through to our North American section. The 
spillway couldn’t handle all of the water build up, so it decided to make its own water course and spill 
either side of the small pond. Track repairs are now underway…..again! Also a large blackwood limb 
came crashing down and somehow avoided the pump shed and all of the pipe work in the lower carpark, 
phew! 

I am currently in the process (along with a lot of Sue’s time and help) of 
putting together a short, medium and long walk which will be indicated 

by different colours markers around the garden. Some are tracks that aren’t used all that often….that is 
until now. We aim to have these also identified on an updated brochure of the garden and our time frame 
is to have this all up and running  by the 1st of September. Things are on target, as are the track upgrades 
currently undertaken by the Thursday Working Bee team. Next month I hope to be able to show you 
what I am excited about!   
 
The deciduous trees may still be bare but there is also a fair bit of colour around already in the garden. 
The Vireya section is colourful with our large R. tuba stealing the show here, and not only for its looks 
but its sweet fragrance as well. Rhododendron chrysodoron is flowering bright yellow and has already 
caught the eyes of many working bee group members, and our big leaf rhododendrons are starting to col-
our up now too. Check out big leaf R. magnificum  below. You will find this in upper Burma. 

 
Stay warm and make sure you visit us soon. 
Neet  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
       R. chrysodoron  
R. magnificum  
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The Manor Mural 
Back in May we told you about Emu 

Valley Rhodo Garden enthusiast 

Wilfred Ashton, who is a spritely 90 

year old from Launceston. He donated 

a huge canvas mural of one of our 

Heather Walmsley’s photos to the 

Manor Gardens aged care facility in 

Kings Meadows. Trevor Walmsley 

took it down in his ute and we can 

now show you how impressive it 

looks hanging in their dining room! 

Wilfred is dwarfed by his donation. 
 

Erratum From Last 
Month 

Last month our back page featured  
plant was Gordonia yunnanensis.  
Graham Smith from New Zealand has 
pointed out that it is no longer known 
by that name, and should be called 
Polyspora yunnanensis.  Thank you to 
Graham for bringing us up to date on 
this. Only in America is the name Gor-
donia retained – all Asian species are 
now referred to as Polyspora. 
 

A New Project  

Underway 
Maurie, Heather and Nigel are working 
on a new book to feature our Garden 
and Heather’s photos. It will be beauti-
fully presented and should out for our 
35th anniversary celebration. 
 

 
 
 
                         Who does this remind me of, I wonder? - Ed 
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Emu Valley Rhododendron Garden Inc. 
PO Box 39  Burnie, Tasmania 7320 

 

Label 1 

Label 2 

Label 3 

Label 4 

Label 5 

 

 

The Emu Valley Rhododendron Garden is proudly sponsored by: 

R. habrotrichum 

Rhododendron habrotrichum is one of the finest members of 
Subsection Glischra freely producing its delightful plum-rose 
flowers with a purple blotch at the base in mid October. What 
makes it more interesting is the soft purple bristles that cover 
branchlets, leaf stalks and the under side of the leaves.  The 
leaves are oblong-elliptic, leathery with a slightly rugulose matt 
upper surface fringed with short bristles.   
 

First discovered by George Forrest in August 1912, in western 
Yunnan - collected and introduced that same year.  Further col-

lections were made by others showing that the species is distributed in west and northwest Yunnan, north-
east Upper Burma and southeast Tibet.  Growing on rocky slopes and in open deciduous forests it forms a 
rounded shrub from 1metre to 3metres. 
 

Here at Emu Valley R. habrotrichum is growing quite happily in our Yunnan section. We have found how-
ever, that it requires good drainage, as we lost a few plants growing in unsuitable situations.   Maurie 


